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The OECD Strategy on Development provided an ambitious mandate 

In May 2012 Ministers called on the OECD to:  

• Develop evidence-based analyses. 

• Strengthen tools.  

• Apply a PCD lens to key global issues  (food security, illicit financial flows, green growth).  

• Promote dialogue with developing countries and key stakeholders. 

• Foster coherence for development throughout the OECD and its Committees.  

OECD (2012) “OECD Strategy on Development“ [ C/MIN(2012)6] 

OBJECTIVE: “Strengthen Members’ capacities to design policies consistent with 
development” 



The Strategy has fostered a sharper focus to policy coherence… 

Lessons learnt 

• Apply an “issues-based” approach to PCD focus 
on common challenges (e.g. food security).   

• Go beyond institutional mechanisms, and take 
into account international level coordination. 

• Move away from a donor-centered approach  
(engage key actors).  

• Adopt more proactive approaches based on 
synergies across sectors (beyond “do-no harm”).  

• Recognise the importance of PCD across all levels  
(local, national, regional, and global).  

• Shift the focus from sectoral to cross-sectoral 
approaches. 

• Recognise role of PCD to inform policy making, 
not prescribe  (Identify win-win scenarios to 
engage in dialogue on common solutions)  

OECD (2014) “Looking ahead to global development beyond 2015: Lessons learnt from the initial implementation phase of the OECD Strategy on Development [C/MIN(2014)13] 



is an approach and a policy tool to integrate the economic, social, 

environmental, and governance dimensions of sustainable development at all 
stages of domestic and international policy making. 

PCSD  

…and contributed to a new definition 

Source: OECD (2014) Better Policies for Development 2014: Policy Coherence and Illicit Financial Flows, OECD Publishing. 
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Foster synergies across economic, social and 
environmental policy areas 

Identify trade-offs &reconcile domestic policy 
objectives with internationally agreed objectives 

Address the spillovers of domestic policies SU
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The relevance of PSCD for the Post-2015  has been highlighted by … the 
OECD  

“I see policy coherence as a central pillar of the post-2015 framework…  

…It provides us with the opportunity to better understand the barriers to 

development; the economic, social and environmental implications of global 
challenges; and the inter-linkages between them. Ultimately, it is an important tool 
allowing us to promote and sustain change.” 

Angel Gurría,  
Secretary-General, OECD 

 



By the UN …   

“Universality implies that all countries will need to change, each with 
its own approach, but each with a sense of the global common good… 
It demands policy coherence.” 

UN Secretary-General Synthesis Report:  
“The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet”.  

“All our policies and actions, domestic and internationally, 
impact on sustainable development and will drive effective 
implementation. The new agenda demands coherence across 
all the whole range of policies that shape sustainable 
development.”  

UN SG’s Special Adviser on Post-2015 Development Planning 
Speech at the OECD on 20 January 2015 



By the EU 

“The success of the agenda requires policy coherence at all levels to ensure that government 
policies support poverty reduction and sustainable development.” 
 
“Policy coherence is at the core of a truly conducive policy environment. For the global 
partnership to succeed, all policies at national and subnational level need to contribute 
coherently to the achievement of the SDGs both domestically and internationally.” 

Communication from the European Commission:  
“A Global Partnership for Poverty Eradication and Sustainable Development after 2015” 

February 2015 



By the G77 

“We underline the need for a coherent approach to the post-2015 development 
agenda, which should reinforce the commitment of the international community to 
poverty eradication and the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development in a balanced manner” 

G77 Declaration “For a new world order for living well”,  
adopted in the G77 Summit in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, June 2014  



PCSD is part of the proposed MoI for the Post-2015 Agenda 

• The SDG 17 (on MoI) includes a cross-cutting Target (17.4) to “enhance policy 
coherence for sustainable development”. 

PCSD 



Views on the proposed SD target on PCSD 

“a potentially important target but without more detail it is unlikely to happen”. 
International Council for Science 

“…if specific Policy Coherence for Development related targets are agreed upon 
under the respective goals in the post-2015 agenda, then general targets on Policy 
Coherence for Development are made redundant and can be omitted from the 
agenda. A general commitment could instead be referred to in the preamble as a 
key organising principle for realising the agenda.” 

German Development Institute 

RATING: UNCERTAIN : “In general policy coherence is a GOOD objective as it 
reduces unnecessary effort, and is relatively inexpensive to implement (assuming 
political objectives are aligned between actors). However, as stated in 17.9, the 
BCR rating depends on which sustainable development goals are given 
prominence in implementation” 

The Copenhagen Consensus Center 



Shaping a SMART PCSD Target 

A more specific target could be as follows: 
 

“Strengthen the capacity of governments to implement coherent and 
mutually supportive policies to achieve the SDGs in time to inform national 
action plans for SDG implementation, in ways that balance economic, social 
and environmental goals; consider domestic and international effects of 
policies; and support long-term sustainability.”  

SPECIFIC Governments are targeted, as are three specific dimensions of coherence:  

-  social/economic/environmental 

-  domestic/international 

-  sustainability over time 

MEASURABLE Change in institutional and policy performance can be measured. Indicators 

are set out below 

ATTAINABLE The target seeks an improvement, not an absolute level of attainment, and is 

linked to achieving the SDGs as a whole.  

RELEVANT  Sustainable policies and more integrated approaches , but the way in which 

it is deployed will vary according to each country’s circumstances 

TIME BOUND The 2030 timeframe is shared by all the SDG targets.  


